
 

Deploying a Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum utilizing an Multi-Tier System of Supports 

 
GOAL: 100% of students achieve at high levels 
 
Tier I: Effective if at least 80-85% are meeting benchmarks with access to Core/Universal Instruction. 

 
Tier I: Begins with clear goals: 

1. What exactly do we expect all students to learn? 

2. How will we know if and when they’ve learned it? 

3. How will we respond when some students don’t learn? 

4. How will we respond when some students have already learned?  
 

Questions 1 and 2 help us ensure a guaranteed and viable core curriculum 

 
Tier I Focus: Focuses on the implementation of the district’s Core Curriculum and is aligned with the Arizona College 
and Career Ready Standards (AZCCRS). Tier 1 services (time and focus) are based on the needs of the students in a 
particular school. Some schools require more time than other schools in particular core curriculum areas based on 
student demographics (readiness, language, economic factors) and student performance levels to ensure that all 
students reach and/or exceed state proficiency levels. 
 
Tier 1 Instruction: The delivery of instruction in Tier 1 is focused on grade level/subject area  standards using 
effective large and small group instructional strategies. Differentiated instruction occurs to a degree that is 
appropriate for the size and diverse learning abilities of the group and the instructional skills of the teacher. The 
number of minutes per day of Tier 1 instruction is based on district standards for what all students are expected to 
be exposed to for a particular content/subject area and is often determined by state guidelines or regulations. For 
instance, ninety minutes per day is the typical number of minutes that students in elementary grades receive 
instruction in literacy. Sixty minutes per day is the typical number of minutes of exposure to mathematics. The 
impact of Tier 1 instruction should result in approximately 80-85% of the students achieving grade-level expectations 
(e.g., proficiency) or making significant growth in the case in which the typical student is performing below 
grade/subject standards. 
 
Tier 1 Assessment:  Assessments used at Tier 1 should be able to answer specific questions in order to help guide 
problem solving efforts at Tier 1 and should align with evidence-based instructional practices and AZCCRS adopted 
Arizona that ALL students are expected to meet. 
Some of those questions are (but not limited to): 

1. What percent of students are meeting grade level expectations and/or are “on-track” for 
promotion/graduation? 

2. Is Tier 1 instruction for each grade level content or subject area effective (i.e., approximately 80-85% or more 
students are proficient or making significant growth? 

3. How effective have improvement plans (i.e., CIP) been at increasing the growth of all students in addition to 
reaching higher percentages of students reaching proficiency in content and subject areas? 

4. Which students demonstrate significant gaps between their current performances on Tier 1 assessments in 
relation to grade level expectations of performance for a given point in time? 

5. What is the relationship between Tier 1 formative classroom assessments or benchmark assessments and 
performance on summative measures (e.g., AIMS, DVUSD Benchmark assessments, end-of-course exams, 
etc.)? 

 



 

 


